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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker. 
f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Merciful God, we give You thanks for 
giving us another day. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House. There are many important 
issues to be considered, with multiple 
interests and priorities dividing the 
House in its deliberations. 

May the inertia of habit that has so-
lidified various blocs of opinion be 
stirred to productive action, and grant 
that a new light might shine on cre-
ative solutions to longstanding and 
vexing disagreement. 

The benefit of so many Americans de-
pends on the creativity and intentions 
of those who serve here. May their 
hopes and prayers for constructive leg-
islation be satisfied through Your di-
vine grace and the goodwill of all in 
this Chamber. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman 
from California (Mr. TAKANO) come for-
ward and lead the House in the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

Mr. TAKANO led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to five requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

BROADBAND INTERNET ACCESS 

(Mr. LAMALFA asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LAMALFA. Mr. Speaker, I rep-
resent a rural district in northern Cali-
fornia where many of my constituents 
can only access the Internet through 
dial-up or low-speed DSL. Lack of ac-
cess to broadband in rural areas is a 
drag on economic growth and impacts 
our small businesses, schools, hos-
pitals, and much more. 

Recently, the House took action to 
ensure the FCC cannot regulate the 
rates charged for broadband Internet 
access by passing H.R. 2666. 

There is no regulatory scheme the 
FCC can create that will magically 
solve the challenge of expanding 
broadband access in high-cost areas. 
Instead, likely, it will be a hindrance 
as it creates more barriers to that ac-
cess. 

Expanding broadband in rural areas 
requires an understanding of the eco-
nomic realities, recognizing the need 
for greater access, and removing the 
regulatory uncertainty. 

Adoption of H.R. 2666 will encourage 
investment by letting Internet service 
providers know they will not have to 
face the threat of Federal regulations 
on the rates they charge and continue 
the push for broadband access and in-
vestment in rural areas, which will be 
very helpful for people who have to 
drive a long distance for education and 
the telemedicine that is so critical in 
rural areas. 

PRESIDENT OBAMA SHOULD VISIT 
HIROSHIMA, JAPAN 

(Mr. TAKANO asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. TAKANO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to encourage President Obama to 
become the first sitting American 
President to visit Hiroshima, Japan. 

A visit to Hiroshima is not an apol-
ogy on America’s behalf. It is a signal 
that the Commander in Chief of the 
world’s largest arsenal of nuclear weap-
ons appreciates their power, and it sets 
an example for other world leaders to 
follow. 

I did not fully grasp the horror of 
Hiroshima until I traveled there for the 
first time in 2002. Only then did I de-
velop a personal and lasting connection 
to the incredible destruction caused by 
nuclear weapons. Every leader who has 
the capacity to use these weapons 
should have that same experience and 
feel that same connection. 

One of America’s greatest strengths 
is the power to lead by example. The 
President should use that power to lead 
the world to Hiroshima and away from 
nuclear weapons. 

f 

GOD BLESS A TRUE TEXAN, BOB 
SCHULTZ 

(Mr. OLSON asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. OLSON. Mr. Speaker, I come 
from Texas. The world thinks that Tex-
ans take care of Texans, and Texans al-
ways brag about Texas. We do. 

The Fort Bend Star introduced me to 
Bob Schultz. I work for Bob. Bob lives 
in Richmond, Texas. He is 51 years old. 

Bob was given a death sentence—pan-
creatic cancer. After 19 rounds of 
chemotherapy, tons of radiation, and 
endless surgeries, Bob beat his cancer. 
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Bob recovered by volunteering al-

most daily at the MD Anderson Hos-
pital in Sugar Land, to make sure that 
coffee is made at 5:30 in the morning 
and that the linens are prepared for the 
6 a.m. opening of that great facility. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to close with 
seven words of Texas pride: God bless a 
true Texan, Bob Schultz. 

f 

GALESBURG WATER SAFETY 
(Mrs. BUSTOS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mrs. BUSTOS. Mr. Speaker, whether 
you are a mayor, a city council mem-
ber, or a Member of Congress, it is the 
job of all elected officials to be problem 
solvers for the families we serve. 

For almost 25 years, the city of 
Galesburg has had a problem. The ma-
jority of water tests there have had 
lead content exceeding the Federal ac-
tion level, and the most recent health 
report shows that more than 14 percent 
of children tested in Knox County had 
high lead levels in their small bodies. 

When there is a problem, especially a 
serious problem like this, leaders come 
together to solve it. They don’t point 
fingers, and they certainly do not deny 
facts. Government officials at all levels 
have the responsibility to work con-
structively to solve the problem and 
protect our children. 

That is why I have assigned a watch-
dog task force within my office to in-
vestigate lead contamination through-
out my congressional district and de-
velop comprehensive solutions to over-
come this challenge. 

We need to work together to solve 
this problem because that is what lead-
ers do. 

f 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
APPRECIATION 

(Mrs. HARTZLER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. HARTZLER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize heroes in our com-
munities who ask for no recognition, 
too often receive none, and every day 
are deserving of it: our law enforce-
ment officers. 

Their mission is simple: keep our 
communities safe. 

They are often overlooked, yet they 
are the first ones we call when we need 
help. 

It is a dangerous job. Each day these 
selfless servants put on a badge sym-
bolic of their unique position to ensure 
the safety of the families and individ-
uals of their communities, and they go 
do their duty. 

We enjoy the fruits of their labor 
without knowing of the tireless dedica-
tion that makes it happen. Whether 
they are encouraging a child to make 
wise decisions, patrolling a neighbor-
hood, or stopping a crime, their tireless 
dedication is often taken for granted. 
They sacrifice so we don’t have to. 

So, Mr. Speaker, to our law enforce-
ment officers around the country and 

to their families whose sacrifices are 
not forgotten, I rise to say thank you. 
Thank you for protecting us. Thank 
you for defending us, for being ever 
vigilant, ever ready, and ever coura-
geous. We appreciate you and stand 
with you as you serve as the guardians 
of our communities. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO WE THE 
PEOPLE 

(Mr. MASSIE asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. MASSIE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to congratulate an outstanding 
group of students in my district from 
Highlands High School in Fort Thom-
as. These students are members of the 
We the People team at their high 
school. 

They recently won the State cham-
pionship and will compete in the na-
tional-level program here in Wash-
ington, D.C., this weekend, rep-
resenting the State of Kentucky. This 
is the 12th consecutive year this team 
has won this competition in Kentucky. 

We the People is a civics education 
program that promotes teaching and 
learning about our Nation’s history, 
the Constitution, and the Bill of 
Rights. Each year, the program hosts a 
national competition in Washington, 
D.C., in which individual State-level 
winning teams compete and participate 
in simulated congressional hearings. 

I am so proud of these students in my 
district, their parents, their teachers, 
and the administration of Highlands 
High School for their hard work and 
dedication. 

Congratulations again, and I wish 
you all the best in the National Finals. 

f 

A LIFE OF SERVICE 
(Mr. ROTHFUS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. ROTHFUS. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the many accom-
plishments of the Honorable James 
Roddey, a dedicated husband, father, 
and grandfather, successful business-
man, public servant, and United States 
marine. Jim, a native of North Caro-
lina, found opportunity where genera-
tions of Americans have—western 
Pennsylvania. 

Last month, Jim stepped down as 
chairman of the Allegheny County Re-
publican Committee. His tenure as 
county GOP chairman was the latest 
act in a career that included his his-
toric election as Allegheny County’s 
first-ever county executive in 1999. 

Throughout his successful business 
career, Jim applied his acumen and 
heart of service to community develop-
ment and the nonprofit sector. Un-
doubtedly, Jim developed many of the 
values he applied in his career from his 
Marine Corps days, where he reached 
the rank of captain. 

Jim’s peers and colleagues admire 
him for his ability to get the job done. 

He approached his career with exu-
berance and unmitigated diligence, cre-
ating a lasting impact on western 
Pennsylvania. 

I wish him as well as his wife of more 
than 60 years, Elin, all the best in their 
future endeavors. 

f 

ENSURING INTEGRITY IN THE IRS 
WORKFORCE ACT OF 2015 

Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, pursuant 
to House Resolution 688, I call up the 
bill (H.R. 3724) to amend the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 to prohibit the 
Commissioner of the Internal Revenue 
Service from rehiring any employee of 
the Internal Revenue Service who was 
involuntarily separated from service 
for misconduct, and ask for its imme-
diate consideration. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

RODNEY DAVIS of Illinois). Pursuant to 
House Resolution 688, in lieu of the 
amendment in the nature of a sub-
stitute recommended by the Com-
mittee on Ways and Means, printed in 
the bill, an amendment in the nature of 
a substitute consisting of the text of 
Rules Committee Print 114–48, is adopt-
ed and the bill, as amended, is consid-
ered read. 

The text of the bill, as amended, is as 
follows: 

H.R. 3724 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Ensuring Integ-
rity in the IRS Workforce Act of 2016’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION ON REHIRING ANY EM-

PLOYEE OF THE INTERNAL REVENUE 
SERVICE WHO WAS INVOLUNTARILY 
SEPARATED FROM SERVICE FOR MIS-
CONDUCT. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 7804 of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 is amended by adding at 
the end the following new subsection: 

‘‘(d) PROHIBITION ON REHIRING EMPLOYEES IN-
VOLUNTARILY SEPARATED.—The Commissioner 
may not employ any individual previously em-
ployed by the Commissioner who was removed 
for misconduct under this subchapter or chapter 
43 or chapter 75 of title 5, United States Code, or 
whose employment was terminated under sec-
tion 1203 of the Internal Revenue Service Re-
structuring and Reform Act of 1998 (26 U.S.C. 
7804 note).’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendment made 
by subsection (a) shall apply with respect to any 
employee removed from employment before, on, 
or after the date of the enactment of this Act. 
SEC. 3. NO ADDITIONAL FUNDS AUTHORIZED. 

No additional funds are authorized to carry 
out the requirements of this Act and the amend-
ments made by this Act. Such requirements shall 
be carried out using amounts otherwise author-
ized. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from South Dakota (Mrs. 
NOEM) and the gentleman from New 
York (Mr. CROWLEY) each will control 
30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from South Dakota. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mrs. NOEM. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
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